Language Arts 

 Reading & Writing Portfolio

“So, what do I have to read?”

Besides reading something of your choice for a minimum of 20 minutes every evening, students will need to assemble a “Reading Portfolio” which shows evidence that you've been an active, growing reader in other areas-- still of your choice. Be unique---find poems, articles, and pictures that really “speak” to you, your interests, your goals--your dreams.

For each portfolio, you should have read the following:

1) 2 Non-fiction Articles

These should be selected from an online source, from newspapers, or from

magazines at home or at school. All readings must be turned in with your written paragraphs (glued, stapled or digitally copied). So you will have to make copies of them, cut them out, or print them from the web. Please diversify your articles. 

For example, one student might find 2 article(s) about the following:

a) a college player being "picked up" by a professional basketball team.

b) a 12 year old boy having a successful heart transplant

2) One (1) poem of your choice

You may select poems from the library, a collection at home, or from an online source. They should be at least 10 lines long and be of a topic suitable for middle school.

The "Chicken Soup" books, for instance, are a great place to find poems that have meaning and topics that interest young teens.

3) One (1) photo of an important event, place, or person(s)-- that's right, I would like you to read a photo. You may use magazines and newspapers or personal photos. Its subject matter should provide you with a theme you can write a paragraph about. 

 “So, what do I have to write?”

•Write one paragraph for each article, poem, and photo, which summarizes the facts of the article, poem or picture and also shows how you connect to the piece.

Here are some ways of connecting:

· What does it make me think about?

· Why do I like the piece?

· Why am I curious about or interested in the subject?

· Does it remind me of something?

· Why is it memorable, funny, unique, interesting or important?

· What themes come out of this piece and why?

·  What passages, parts, or lines in the piece really stand out and why?

 Check your work!
· Is your work word-processed or neatly written?

· Is your work organized into well-written a paragraphs that include a topic sentence?

· Does your work include transition words as well as a concluding sentence?

· Does your work include supporting details, reasons, or examples from the text?

· Did you proofread?

· Is my work presented neatly?

When you’re finished with the portfolio you should have 4 completed paragraphs. 
Due Dates: 
September 22

October 19th
November 16th
December 14th
January 21st
February 25th
April 7th
May 12th

